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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of newly discovery prior art, the indicated allowable subject matter of 
claims 1-3, 6-8, 10-23 and 25 has been withdrawn. A new Non-Final rejection, based on 
the Amendment filed on March 01 , 2006, is set forth below. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 22 and 25 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

- In Claim 22, line 5, "second turbine" should be replaced by - first 
turbine - (for incorporating with the specification and drawings). 

- In Claim 25, lines 3-4, "inlets" and "outlets" should be replaced by - 
inlet - and - outlet- (for incorporating with the drawings) 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Baker (Patent Number 5,199,261). 

Regarding claim 19, Baker discloses a system for turbocharging an internal 
combustion engine, the system comprising: 
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first and second turbochargers (16, 30; 20, 34) each having an associated 
compressor (30, 34) and turbine (16, 20); 

a plurality of flow control devices (50, 52; 56, 58) for selectively routing intake 
and exhaust flow (36, 32, 26; 12, 18, 22) to and from the first and second 
turbochargers(16, 30; 20, 34); and 

a controller (54) in communication with the plurality of flow control devices (50, 
52; 56, 58), the controller selectively actuating the plurality of flow control devices to 
operate the first and second turbochargers (16, 30; 20, 34) in one of a series 
configuration and a parallel configuration based on current operating conditions, 
wherein the controller (54) actuates the plurality of flow control devices (50, 52; 56, 58) 
to couple an outlet of the second compressor (34) to an inlet of the first compressor (30) 
and to couple an outlet of the first turbine (16) to an inlet of the second turbine (20) 
when operating the turbocharger in the series configuration (See Figure 3, Column 2, 
lines 47-59, and Column 6, lines 1-25). 

Regarding claim 23, Baker discloses a computer readable storage medium (in 
the controller 54) having stored data representing instructions executable by a computer 
for controlling a turbocharged internal combustion engine having at least two 
turbochargers (16, 30; 20, 34), the computer readable storage medium comprising: 

instructions for operating the turbochargers (16, 30; 20, 34) in a series 
configuration for a first operating region by actuating a plurality of valves (50, 52; 56, 58) 



Application/Control Number: 10/710,678 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3748 

to couple an outlet of a second compressor (34) to an inlet of a first compressor (30) 
and to couple an outlet of a first turbine (16) to an inlet of a second turbine (20); and 

instructions for operating the turbochargers in a parallel configuration for a 
second operating region (See Figure 3, Column 2, lines 47-59, and Column 6, lines 1- 
25). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baker (Patent number 5,199,261), in view of Dinger (Patent Number 4,453,381). 

Baker discloses the invention as recited above, and further discloses the 
instructions for operating the turbochargers in a parallel configuration including 
instruction for actuating a valve (via 56, 58) to connect the turbocharger compressor 
outlet to an intake manifold; however, Baker fails to disclose a valve to connect the 
turbocharger compressor inlets. 

Dinger teaches that it is conventional in the turbocharged internal combustion 
engine art, to utilize a valve to connect the turbocharger compressor inlets (18, 24 at the 
upstream of the compressor 21 ). 



Application/Control Number: 10/710,678 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3748 

It would has been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made, to have utilized a valve to connect the turbocharger compressor 
inlets, as taught by Dinger, to improve the control of the intake sir flow, in the Baker 
device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3, 6-8, 10-18, are 20-22 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai-Ba Trieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4867. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (6:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

TTB Thai-Ba Trieu 

May 09, 2006 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3748 



